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ctai\pw AΩbpw

""ctai≥\mSpw hoSpwhn´v A\ytZiØv hmSIbv°v Xmakn°p∂p. A£cm¿∞Øn¬

Hcp "tem°¬{]hmkn' \m´pImcpsS ]cnNb°mcpsS t\m´Øn¬ ctais‚ tXm∂ymkw.

ctais‚ AΩ `¿Ømhv acn®h¿. ctai≥ AhcpsS H‰aI≥, BWpw, s]Æpambn

GIk¥m\w. Aßs\bp≈ ctai≥, Aßs\bp≈ AΩsb H‰°m°n AIset]mbn

hmSI]m¿°p∂Xv sX‰t√? hn[hbmb ctais‚ AΩbv°v hb pImeØv aIs‚

kvt\lkmao]yßƒ AXymhiyw At√? Ah¿ \m´pImcpw, ]cnNb°mcpw hninjym

ctais‚ _‘p°fpw tNmZn°p∂p.

"Hs°icnbmWv'. ctai\pw kΩXn°p∂p. ]t£; tXm∂ymksa∂v am{Xw

]dbcpXv. Ip‰s∏SpØcpXv. X∂n„{]Imcw Pohn°m\msW¶n¬ {]mbw 40 Ign™n´pw

H‰ØSnbmbn Pohnt°≠t√m. HcpXcØnep≈ _‘hpw ctai\v CtXhsc C√.

AΩtbmSp≈ kvt\lw HgnsI H‰bv°v kpJn°m≥ th≠nb√, ctai≥ hnZqctZiØv

hmSIho´n¬ Xmakn°p∂Xv. hnjbw BZ¿i]camWv.

AΩbv°v Iq´mbn AΩsb t\m°m≥ AΩbpsS Iq´pImcnbpw, ka{]mb

°mcnbpamb ]mdphΩsb Hcp the°mcn°v sImSp°mhp∂Xnepa[nIw thX\w \¬In

]m¿∏n®ncn°p∂Xv kvt\lIpdhv sIm≠mtWm? ]mdphΩsbXs∂ as‰mcmƒ t\m°n

]cn]men°Wsa∂pw, bYm¿∞Øn¬ ctais‚ AΩbmWv ]mdphΩbpsS the°mcn

Bbn tPmen sNøp∂sX∂pw A]JymXn ]cØp∂p≠v. \m´p°mcnse, _‘p°fnse

Nne kmat{ZmlnIƒ. sNhn°v teiw]Xw˛ tIƒhn°pdhps≠∂sXmgn®m¬

]mdphΩbvs°mcp Ipg∏hpw C√. ]ns∂ ka{]mb°mcnbpw, Iq´p°mcnbpw Hs°

Bhptºmƒ Ah¿°v an≠n∏d™v t\cw t]mWXdnbpIbpan√˛

ctai≥ Bizmkw hnNmcn®p. \m´pImcpw, ]cnNb°mcpw, _‘p°fpw AXv

kΩXn°p∂n√. ctai≥ kpJn®v Pohn°m≥ AIse hoSv hmSIsISpØncn°p∂p.

aZn®pPohn°p∂p AXmWhcpsS ̀ mjyw. £n{]tIm]n Bb aqØΩmh≥ hmSIho´n¬

h∂v _lfw shbv°pI IqSn D≠mbn. H∂m¥cw "sh≈Snhoc≥' BIbm¬ "Hcp^p≈v'

hmßns°mSpØv XWp∏n®phn´p. ctai≥. ipWvTnIbdnbm¬ Bsf IbdnX√p∂

kz`mh°mc\mWv ctais‚ aqØΩmh≥. AXns‚ kpJhpw, ]mSpw Hcn°¬ ctai≥

heXv Ihnfv sIm≠\p`hn®XmWv. AXnsem∂pw ctai\v hnjaw C√. ]t£...!

a\ mhmNmI¿ΩWm Xm\dnbmØ Imcyw ]d™v sX‰n≤cn°WXnemWv, ctai\v

k¶Sw!

bYm¿∞Øn-¬ kpJn°m≥ th≠nb√ ctai≥ AΩsb ]ncn™v Xmakn°p∂Xv.

AΩsb ]ncn™v Ignbp∂Xns‚ thZ\ ctai\v kln°mt\,hø! kvt\lØn≥ taepw

Im]SyapJwaqSn AWn™v Pohn°p∂ A\mZ¿i\njvTtcmSv AsXm∂pw ]d™n´v

Imcyan√. t_m[ys∏Sn√. Ah¿ ctais‚ hnjaw Hcn°epw, Hcp ImeØpw Xncn®dn

bpIbn√.

ctai≥ AΩbpsS Hm¿ΩIfn¬ Pohn°p∂p. bYm¿∞Øn¬ Xs‚ PohnXØns‚

HmIvknP≥Xs∂ AΩsb]‰nbp≈ kvarXnIfmWv. F∂n´pw, ctai\mb Xm≥ AΩsb

hn´p ]ncn™v hnZqctZiØv hoSv hmSIbvs°SpØv Xmakn°p∂p.
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"sNm√phnfn°v hf¿ØmØXns‚ Ipg∏amWv.'˛ ctais‚ _‘p°fpw,

\m´p°mcpamb kv{XoP\w aq°Øv hnc¬ sh®v ]cnXm]w sNm√p∂p. F√mw ctai≥

Adnbp∂p≠v. F∂m-¬ Hc£cw {]XnIcn°m\n√. ctai\v kvt\lw a‰p≈h¿°v

apºnse {]Z¿i\hkvXp A√.

Bsc¶nepw AΩsb]‰n tNmZn®m¬ au\w Nncns®mgnbpw, ctai≥. hnImcßƒ

{]Z¿i\Øn\v sIm≠v\S°p∂ Nc°phkvXp°sf∂v \n\bv°p∂htcmSv ]dbmhX√,

Xs‚ hnNmcßƒ ˛ ctai≥ hnNmcs∏´p. AtXkabw "F¥ps°m≠v, ctai≥

AhnhmlnX\mbn XpScp∂p' F∂p tNmZn®m¬ ctai≥ ]dbpw ̨  F√mw AΩbv°vth≠n

AΩtbmSp≈ kvt\lw `mcybv°v ]IpØp\¬Im≥ F\n°v hø. At∏mgmWv

]ns∂¥n\m, ctaim Xm≥ AΩsb hb v ImeØv X\n®m°n hmSIho´n¬ Xmakn

°p∂Xv? AXpw AIse tZiØv? F∂ tNmZyw hcnI. t_m[ys∏Sm\nSbns√∂Xn\m¬

ctai≥ au\w apJw aqSnbm°n B \nanjw ÿew Imenbm°pw. s\©net∏mƒ

kvacWIƒ Ccºp∂p≠mbncn°pw. au\w ]pdtabv°v am{Xambncn°pw.

Np´ps]m≈p∂ ]I¬shbnen¬ \ng¬ØWp∏v t]mse ctai\v AΩtbm¿ΩIƒ.

Ahctais\ \n lmb\m°p∂p. sImch≈nbn¬ Np‰n∏nW™v izmkw ap´n°p∂p.

IÆpIfn-¬ k‘ymhnjmZw Xfw sI´n°p∂p. sXm≠°pgnbntem, \nc¥cKZvKZw!

"thcpIfn¬ sI´nbnSs∏´ Hcp ac∏ømWv Xm≥!'˛ ctai≥ k¶Ss∏´p. Ip´n°mew

apX¬t° Aßs\Xs∂ Bbncp∂p. ctai≥ AΩsb]ncn™p Ign™ Hm¿Ωtb C√.

sht°j\pIfn¬ Ip´nIƒ _‘phoSpIfn¬ tNt°dptºmƒ ctai≥ ho´n¬ AΩbpsS

kvt\lØS¶en¬! X≈t°mgnbpsS NndIn≥°ogn¬ as‰mcp]n≈t°mgn, ctai≥!

AΩsb ]ncn™ncn° hømbvIbm¬ Sq¿ t{]m{KmapIƒ°v t]mbnt´ C√. ctai≥ kvIqƒ

hn´m¬ hoSv. hoSv hn´m¬ kvIqfv. ctais‚ _meyw AΩbpsS kmcnØpºn¬

sI´nbnSs∏´Xv!

tImtfPv]T\ImeØpw Aßs\Øs∂ hoSv hn´m¬ tImtfPv. tImtfPv hn´m¬

hoSv. AΩbpsS, I¨Xpºn¬, Im¬°ogn¬ Xfw sI´n h‰nØo¿∂Xv Aßs\,

ctaiIuamcw.

tPmen°mc\mbXn≥tijhpw AXv Xs∂ ]Xnhv. Hm^okv hn´m¬ hoSv. hoSv

hn´m¬ Hm^okv,

ctai≥ Hm¿°p∂p˛

"F√m ImeØpw Xm≥ AΩbpsS aI≥, hg°vZn\ßfn¬ (A—s\ FcntI‰n

AΩbv°n v́ c≠v s]m´n°WXv ImWm≥ ap≥ipWvTn°mc\mb aqØΩmh≥ ̨  AΩmhs‚

Cc´t∏cpw ipWvTn F∂mWv CSbv°pw, Xebv°pw ho´n¬ hcp∂p.) A—≥X√n\pw,

AΩmh≥ X√n\pw ctai≥ Hcp ]cnN. AΩbpsS k¶Sw kln°mt\ H°n√. ctai\v

AΩbpsS kt¥mjhpw kln°m\mhn√. c≠mbmepw Ic™pt]mIpw, ctai≥. ctai≥

AΩbpsS ]p∂mck¶S°p´n. Ct∏mgnt∏mƒ X\n k¶S∏pcpj≥'

kz¥ambn ]dºv, hoSv H‰ AhImin ctai≥ am{Xw; F∂n´pw hn[hbpw,

hr≤bpamb AΩs A{XXs∂ Zp¿_e Bb ]mdphΩsb t\m°mt\¬∏n®v AIse

\m´n¬ hmSIbv°v Xmakn°p∂p ctai≥. F¥n\v th≠n?

ctais‚ tXm∂nhmkw, A√msX¥m F∂v \m´pIm¿, emfn®v emfn®v sN°s\

hjfm°nbtXm≠msW∂v _‘p°ƒ. sNm√phnfn°v hf¿ØbvIbmse∂v ctais\

Adnbp∂ ˛ Cu Adnhv _mlyamtW ˛  kv{XoP\w
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D≈neklyw, Akmcw hnjaw Ds≠¶nepw CØcw sNmSnhm°pIƒ {i≤n°m≥

t]mbn√, ctai≥. "Hcp ImXneqsS IS∂v adpImXneqsS t]mIs´,

mXncn hnjhm°pIƒ'˛ ctai≥ hnNmcn®p. hna¿i\ßfn¬ hnjaan√, ctai\v. ]t£;

ImcyadnbmsX Hmtcm∂nßs\ ]d™phnSmtam? {]tXyIn®v ctais‚ D≈v apgph≥

AΩ, AΩsb∂hnImcw \nd™v IhnbpIbmW\p\nanjw F∂v a\ nem°msX?!

ctais‚ ]tcX\mbnt∏mb A—≥ XnI™ A‘hnizmkn. Icnw]q® IpdpsI

NmSnbm¬ am{Xa√; XeaosX Im° Ic™m¬, (]nXr°ƒ \¬Ip∂ B]Xv

kqN\bmWs{X, CXv!) ImgvNh´Øv InfnXqdnbm¬, H‰ ssa\ IÆn¬s]´m¬,

IdpØp≈mfpIsf I≠m¬ bm{XIƒ ths≠∂v shbv°p∂ kz`mh°mc≥, ctais‚

]nXmhv, ctais‚ A—≥ I√ymW t{_m°¿, ]t£; Icnºq®, Xe aosXIm°°c®n¬,

H‰ssa\, a\pjycpsS ImgvNh´w Xqdp∂ InfnIƒ, IdpØp≈mfpIƒ ChIsfmgn

™t\cw IΩn BbXn\m¬ hfsc hfsc hncfw, ctais‚ A—s‚ t{_m°dptZymKw

C\n Hcp hnhmlsaßm\pw \SØnbmtem; IW°pw ]d™v ImsiÆnhmßp∂Xv

C„a√, ctai]nXmhn\v! \n mcIfnb√, I√ymWw. aÆn¬sh®mI∏msS \S°W

kz¿§ob]cnafap≈ ip`I¿ΩamWv. a\pjyhwisØ ̀ qanbn¬ \ne\n¿Øphm\pX°p∂

G‰hpw henb CuizcISm£w. AXn\v hne t]ipItbm? ]mSn√. Ah¿ C„ap≈Xv

Xcs´! AXv CcpssIbpw \o´nhmßpI. C\n H∂pw X∂ns√¶nepw kmcan√. F√mw,

Cuizc\n›bw. Hcp ip`I¿ΩØn\v \mμn Ipdn°ms\mØnt√? kam[m\n°pI.

A¥naambn ctais‚ A—≥ ]mSnbpd∏n°p∂p˛

""I¿Ωw sNøpI \ΩpsS e£yw;

I¿Ω^ew XcphXoizc\t√m!''

"A{Iaw Bbn' ctais‚ AΩ hoSns‚ ]n∂mºpdØncp∂v hmhn´v \nehnfn®p.

AΩtbmsSm∏w IpØnbncp∂v ctai\pw Ic™p. "Cuizcs‚ I¿Ω^ew C{Xbpw

{Iqctam?'

˛ Ic®nen\nsS Ip™pctai≥ Ip™pXe sIm≠mtemNn®p.

ctais‚ AΩ Ic®n¬ \n¿Øn. Cßs\ Ccp∂v Ic™ns´¥v Imcyw? ctais\

]Tn∏n°t≠? ]Tn∏n®v henb Bfm°t≠? shdpsX Ccp∂v Ic™m¬ Imcyw

\S°ptam? "icnbmhn√, Fs¥¶nepw sNøWw' ˛ ctais‚ AΩ \n›bw sIm≠p

Adnbmhp∂ F√m ssZhßƒ°pw hgn]mSpw {]m¿∞\bpw t\¿∂p. ctais‚ \√

`mhn°v th≠n ctais‚ AΩ Hcpsº´v ]Wn tXSnbndßn. ho´pthe Hgn®v as‰¥v

]Wnbpw sNømw. ho´pthe°mcnbmhpIsb∂Xv hfsc hfsc A]ISw ]nSn®

]WnbmWv. henb henb hoSpIfnse BfpIƒ a\pjy∏‰v Ipdhp≈hcmbn´mWv,

tI´n´p≈Xv. ]Wns°m´v Ipdhp≠mhn√Xm\pw; Ct∏mƒ, ho´p]Wn°nSbv°v [rXnbn¬

h∂p Ibdp∂p, ho´pSaÿ≥ ctais‚ AΩ Xnc°n´ ASp°f∏WnbnemWv. Cs√¶n¬

AIw hrØnbm°pIbmWv. Cs√¶n¬ hoSn\p≈n-¬ as‰s¥¶nepw AXymhiy]Wn

sNøpIbmWv.

ho´pSaÿ≥ an°hmdpw a\pjy∏‰n√mØ a\pjy≥. ]n≥hmXnepw, ap≥hmXnepw

Ip‰nbn´v ̀ {Zam°p∂p. ]ns∂, ctais‚ AΩsb IS∂p]nSn°p∂p. At∏mƒ, ctais‚

AΩ F¥v sNøpw? F¥nepw, hepXv am\at√? At∏mƒ, ctais‚ AΩ F¥v sNøpw?

F¥nepw, hepXv am\at√? At∏mƒ ctais‚ AΩ F¥mWv sNtø≠Xv? ssIbn¬

In´nbsXSpØv a\pjy∏‰n√mØ ho´pSasb X√n c£s∏t´mSm≥ t\m°Ww. am\c£
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sh®p≈X√mbXn\m¬ an°hmdpw ho´pSa Nmhpw. C\n acn®n√msb¶n¬

a\pjy∏‰n√mØ ho´pSa ctais‚ AΩs°Xnsc I≈t°kv sImSp°pw. c≠mbmepw,

ctais‚ AΩ tImSXn Ibtd≠nhcpw. Pbnen¬ ]m¿t°≠nhcpw. Aßs\h∂m¬

ctais\ Bcv t\m°pw? Ahs\ ]Tn∏n®v henb Bfm°t≠? AXmcv sNøpw?

AXvsIm≠v, ho´ptheam\m`nam\ap≈ kv{XoIƒ°v ]d™n´p≈X√. At∏mƒ,

ho´pthe Hgn®p≈ F¥v ]Wnbpw sNøm≥ ctais‚ AΩ Xøm¿. Imcyamb hnZym`ymkw

C√mbvIbm¬ ITn\m≤zm\w D≈ ]WnIƒ sNtø≠nhcpw. kmcan√, am\m`nam\w

\„s∏Sp∂sXmgn®p≈ F¥v ]Wnbpw sNøm≥ ctais‚ AΩ Xøm¿. shdpsXb√;

ctais\ hf¿Øt≠? ]Tn∏n°t≠? ]Tn∏n®v henb Bfm°t≠?

]WnIgn™v hcptºmƒ an°hmdpw cm{XnbmIpw. At∏mƒ, cm{Xn hnf°ns\

k‘ymhnf°m°n \maw sNm√n ctais‚ AΩ ctais\ Hm¿Ωn∏n°p∂p.

""Rm\o I„s∏SWsXms° s\\°v th≠ym, tamt\! s\s‚ \√ ̀ mhn°v th≠n.

s\s‚ A—s\ t\m°n Ccp∂m-¬ Hcp Imtcymw t\cmhpw∂v tXm∂vWn√, F\n°v!

th\epw, h¿jhpw Hgn™n´v thWt√m; s\‚—\v t{_m°dv ]WnsNøm≥!

I„ImeØns\ßm\pw Hcp I√ymWw \S∂m¬, Imipw hmßn°n√, s\‚—≥. AtXm≠v,

ctai≥tam≥ \t√mWw ]Tn°Wwt´zm. \o henb Hcmfmbn´v thWw AΩbv°v

kam[m\mbns´m∂v Pohn°m≥. shdpw PohnX√; almdmWnsbt]mep≈ PohnXw!''

ctais‚ AΩ CcpssIIfpw ctais‚ Npaeneq∂n Ipep°n. ctai≥ AΩbpsS

amdn≥ NqSn¬ Ipcphn°p™ns\t]m¬ Aa¿∂ncp∂p.

AXps°ms≠¥m? AΩ ]dbp∂Xn\∏pdw Hcp hm°pcphnSn√, ctai≥! ctais‚

DuWpw, Dd°hpw AΩbpsS \n›bw. kvIqƒ hn´m¬ hoSv. hoSv hn´m¬ kvIqfv

Iq´pImcmcmcpan√, ctai\v. Iq´pImcnIƒ Atijhpw C√. AXps°m≠v, Iq´v

IqSnbmep≠mIp∂ Zp:kz`mhßfn√. F¥n\v, Ipg∏w ]nSn® k¬kz`mhw t]mepan√,

ctai\v. AXn\m¬, So®¿amtchcptSbpw C„°p´n, ctai≥!

ctai\pth≠n, ctais‚ \√ ̀ mhn°pth≠n Iqen°qSpX¬ In´p∂ ]Wn°ndßn,

ctais‚ AΩ. hm¿°∏Wn. ioean√mØ]Wn BIbm¬ BZyamZyw ssIbns‚ sXmen

Hs°t]mbn ctais‚ AΩ D®Øn¬ \nehnfn®pt]mbn. {ItaW F√mw icnbmbn. a‰p

]Wn°mcn s∏Æpßsft]mse Nmb, ISn]elmcßƒ H∂pw Ign°n√, ctais‚ AΩ,

ctais‚ \√ ̀ mhn°v th≠n BXpIbpw Ah¿ \o°nsh®p. a‰v ]Wn°mcns∏Æpßƒ

Nmb IpSn°pt∂cw ]®sh≈w IpSn®p Zmlam‰n ctais‚ AΩ.

""ctai‚tΩ, Cßs\ Imiv ]nip°n ]Wn sNbvXm, Ahkm\w £bw ]nSn°pw´m!

Iq´p]Wn°mcnIƒ D]tZin®p. kz¥w t]cnt\°mƒ ctais‚ AΩ, "ctais‚

AΩ F∂v hnfn°s∏Sm≥ B{Kln°p∂Xn\m¬ a‰v ]Wn°mcns∏Æpßƒ ctais‚

AtΩ Ft∂ Ahtc kwt_m[\ sNømdp≈q. AXpsIm≠h¿°v KpWhpap≠v.

Nnet∏mƒ c≠pw aq∂pw BfpIfpsS ]Wn sNøpw ctais‚ AΩ. B kabØv

A¬∏kz¬∏hpw. AXntesdbpw aSn®nt°mXIfmb ]Wn°mcns∏Æpßƒ°v

hn{ian°pItbm, ckh¿ Øam\ßƒ ]dbpItbm Bhmw.

ctais‚ AΩbv°v shdpsX \n¬°p∂Xv C„a√. "D¿Δioim]w D]Imcw' a‰v

]Wn°mcns∏Æpßƒ sIm©ns°mgb¬ \t∂ IΩn BbXpsIm≠v BWpßƒ°v

Xosc C„a√, ctais‚ AΩsb; ]ns∂, \∂mbn ]WnsbSp°p∂ {]IrX°mcn
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BbXn\m¬ adpsØmc£cw ]dbmdn√, Ah¿ F∂pam{Xw. ImcWw

tIm¨{SmIvtSgvkns‚ C„]m{XamWv. ctais‚ AΩ H∂pw ]d™psImSp°≠. F√mw

I≠dn™v th≠t]mse sNøpw. ctais‚ AΩ tIm¨{SmIvS¿am¿ I≠dn™v IqSpX¬

Imipw sImSp°pw, ctais‚ AΩbv°v!

t]cvtZmjw hogmXncn°m≥A[nIw ]Ww ]Wn°mcnIƒ°pw, X\n°panSbn¬

hoXw shbv°pw ctais‚ AΩ. AXpsIm≠v, IqsSbp≈ ]Wn°mcns∏Æpßƒ°v

C„`mP\w ctais‚ AΩ. sIm©ns°mgb¬ Xosc C„a√mØXn\m¬ B¨]Wn

°m¿t° ]nSn°mbvIbp≈q. ]ns∂, F√m ]Wn°mcns∏Æpßfpw ctais‚ AΩbv°v

kt∏m¿´mbXn\m¬ Ah¿ ctais‚ AΩtbmSv "sNmdnbm\pw' \n¬°mdn√!

ctais‚ AΩ In´p∂ Iqen apgph≥ ctais‚ A—s\ G¬∏n°pw. Fs¥ms°

sNøWw, sNø≠ F∂ \n¿t±itØmsS iIp\∏ng Akmcw Im¨Ibm¬

t{_m°dptZymKw˛hcpam\iq\y≥ ctais‚ A—≥. F∂psh®v D≈ntes°s¥¶nepw

sN√t≠? \mWw adbv°m≥ XpWn tht≠? ctais\ ]Tn∏n°t≠? `qan Ipds®ms°

Ds≠¶nepw Gsd°psd XcnimIbm¬ D]tbmKiq\yambn InS°bmWv. Aßs\

t\m°ptºmƒ iIp\∏ng IqkmØ ctais‚ AΩ Xs∂ ctais‚ A—\pw icWw.

B Hm¿Ωbn¬ ctais‚ AΩbpsS \n¿t±im\pkcWw Gsd°psd Ah¿ \¬Ip∂

]Ww sNehgn°p∂h≥ ctai]nXmhv. a‰v {]ImcØn¬ bmsXmcp Bibhn\nabhpw

ctais‚ AΩbpw, A—\pw XΩnen√. Znhk°qen \nXyhpw ctais‚ AΩ ctais‚

A—s‚ ssIbn¬ \nt£]n°pw. sNtø≠Xmb ssZ\w Zn\Imcyßƒ \n¿t±in°pw.

XesNmdn™v hnZqctØbv°v t\m°n\nev°pw ctais‚ A—≥.

""ctaim. A—t‚ev Imiv sImSpØn´p≠v. th≠t]mse hmßn sNehgnt®mtfm

s\‚—≥ "Hc¥wIΩn' BsW∂v tam\dnbmtem!''

AΩ D]tZin°pw. ctai≥ AX\pkcn®v {]h¿Øn°pw. Cu LS\bn¬

A√dNn√d am‰w hcp∂Xv h√t∏mgpw aq°Øv ipWvTnbp≈ aqØΩmh≥ h∂p

tIdptºmƒ! At±lØns‚ hnfnt∏cpw ipWvTn F∂pXs∂. A∂v ho´n¬ hm°pX¿°w,

hg°v. aqØΩmh≥ Hmtcm∂pw ]d™v FcntI‰pw ctais‚ A—s\ B Du‰Øn¬

AΩbpambn sImºptIm¿°pw, ctais‚ A—≥. ctai≥ \Sp°v ]cnNbmbn \n∂v

A—t‚bpw, aqØΩmht‚bpw X√n\v XSbmIpw. Iem]cn]mSIsf√mw Ignbptºmƒ AΩ

FÆbn v́ ctais‚ icocw \√hÆw Dgns™Sp°pw. ctai≥ At∏mƒ F√m thZ\bpw

ad°pw?

]ns∂, AΩsb∂ Hm¿Ωbn¬ Ifnkabw t]mepw am‰nsh®v IpØnbncp∂v

]Tn°pw, ctai≥! "Fs‚ tam≥, Fs‚ tam≥' F∂ hnNmcØn¬ AΩ ITn\the

sNøWXv ctai≥ Adnbp∂p≠v. AXn\m¬, IfnXamiIsf√mw Hgnhm°n ¢m nse,

kvIqfnse G‰hpw henb "]Tn∏nÃv' ctai≥. ]mT]pkvXIßƒ Hcphm°v hnSmsX Ic≠v

Xn∂p∂Xn\m¬ F√m So®¿amcptSbpw {]nb°p´n, ctai≥!

ctais\ I≠p]Tn°phm≥, amXrIbm°n Pohn°m≥ B¨ s]¨ t`Zsat\y

F√m Ip´nItfmSpw So®¿amcpsS \nXmt¥m]tZiw!

Aßs\bp≈ ctai≥ AΩsb hb vImeØv ho´n¬ X\n®m°n hnZqctZiØv

hmSIhosSSpØv Xmakn°p∂p. (ka{]mb°mcnbmb ]mdphΩsb klmbØn\v

\n¿Ønbn´ps≠∂Xv, t\cv! ]t£; ]mdphΩbpsS {]IrXw I≠m¬ ctais‚ AΩ
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]mdphΩsb klmbn°Wsa∂a´mWv. hb mbnt√; ]mhßƒ;) kXvkz`mhnbpw,

anSp°\pw Bbncp∂ ctai\v; XßfpsS {]nb¶c\mb ]q¿ΔhnZym¿∞n°v F¥v ]‰n

sb∂v ctais‚ So®¿am¿ aq°Øv hnc¬ sh®v tNmZn°p∂p.

""F{X \√ Ip´ymcp∂p. hepXmbs∏m, F¥m, ]t‰y Bthm?!''

F√mw tI´dn™v ctai≥ k¶SØnembn. ImcWw, ctai≥ AΩsb k¿ΔXnep

a[nIw kvt\ln°p∂p. hnhmlw sNømØXv t]mepw AΩtbmSp≈ kvt\l°qSpX¬

sIm≠mWv. ctai≥ shdpw \neØv Iangv∂Sn®pInS∂p. ctai\v Hm¿ΩIƒ]\n®p.

ctai\v tPmen In´pw ap≥s] ctais‚ A—≥ acn®p. (a\ m¬, c£s∏´nt√

AtΩsb∂v ctai≥;) ctais‚ AΩ ]t£; \new]‰n s]m´ns∏m´n°c™p. cmKXmf

as‰mcp {]mIrX°c®n¬. \ndpØen√m°c®n¬ A—≥ Pohn®ncp∂ImeØv AΩbpw,

A—\pw XΩn¬ Imcyamsbs¥¶nepw kwkmcn°p∂Xv; {]tXyIn®v kvt\lkwkmcw

ctai≥ I≠n´n√. Gdnbm¬˛

"A—ot≠m, AhnsS ctai≥Ip´m'' Fs∂mct\zjWw AXpw hfsc Npcp°w

F∂mtem ˛ "Cßs\ Hcp aμ_p≤n a\pjy≥ s‚ Xteev hoWqtem' F∂pw

]d™v ]cnX]n°p∂Xv F{Xtbm XhW tI´n´p≠v?'Aßs\bp≈ AΩ, Aßs\bp≈

A—≥ acn®Xn\v C{Xbpw Ictb≠ Bhiyapt≠m?

ctai≥ AXv`pXwIqdn. bYm¿∞Øn¬ D≈mse s]m´n®ncn®v h∂pIqSnb

BfpIsf ImWn°phm≥ th≠n H∂pIc™pIm´pI A{Xbt√, th≠q. Hcp]t£;

C\nbpw Hchkcw In´n√msb∂p \nco£n®mImw! ˛

ctai≥ Bizmkw hnNmcn®p. F∂m¬ A—s‚ PVw Ipfn∏n®v NnXbnte

s°Sp°pw t\cw AΩ HmSnh∂v ctais‚ Im¬°¬ sI´n∏nSn®v "sIm≠pt]mIt√;

F∂pw]d™v AXncq£w s]m´n°c™t∏mƒ ctai≥ A¶em∏nembn.

"CXΩbpsS A`n\ba√mtem:˛

ctai≥ kk¶Sw \ncq]n®p. aqØΩmh≥ h∂v apSn°pØv ]nSn®v hen®ng®v \o°w

sNøpw hsc AΩ ctais‚ Im¬ hn´pamdnbn√. ctai≥ At∏mƒ am{Xw hmhn´p

\nehnfn®p. A—s\ NnXbntes°SpØp. ("Ic™Xv A—≥ acn® k¶Sw sIm≠√.

kXyambpw A√'. kvarXn`mcØn¬ ctai≥ Xe IpS™p.)

Imew Ipsd Ign™n´pw A—s\ NnXbnseSp°pt∂cw Xs‚ Im¬ sI´n∏nSn®v

AΩ Ic™sX¥ns\∂v ctai\v a\ nembn´n√. AXv tIhew acWho´n¬ \S°p∂

A`n\b°c®nembncp∂n√˛ tIhew acWho´n¬ \S°p∂ A`n\b°c®nembncp∂n√

ctai≥ hnNmcw]q≠p.

AΩtbmtSsd {]nbap≈, AXps°m≠v am{Xw AhnhmlnX\mbv XpScp∂

(AΩtbmSp≈ kvt\lw ]¶pshbv°s∏Sp∂Xv kln®pIqSm,ctai\v!) Xms\¥ps°m≠v

hb mwImeØv AΩsb X\n®m°n AIse hmSIhosSSpØv Xmakn°p∂p?

ctai≥ BflKXs∏´p˛

"AXn\v X°Xmb ImcWap≠v!'

"AΩtbmSv Xosc kvt\l√y, sN°\v. F¥mbo ]dbWXv, H∂qs√y¶n; {]mbamb

AΩbmsWs∂¶nepw Hm¿°t≠?˛ AXpw ]d™v aqØΩmh≥ X√m≥ hcnIt]mep

ap≠mbn. Bsfmcp "ipWvTn' BbXps°m≠pam{Xw, AXv sIm≠p am{Xw Xncns®m∂pw

sNbvXn√. C√mbncps∂¶n¬, C√mbncps∂¶n¬, C√mbncps∂¶n¬ t]meokns\
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hnfnt®s\, Xm≥:˛

ctai≥ tZjyw ISn®nd°n. h√ hnt[\bpw hmXneS®v c£s∏´p.

Bthf a\w hnßns∏m´n CΔn[w BflKXs∏SpIbpw

"AΩsb Xm\pt]£n®v t]m∂Xn\v X°Xmb ImcW≠v!'

ctai≥ Hm¿ΩIfpsS NXp∏v \netØbv°v apJw ]q≠phoWp.

ctai\v tPmenIn´nb\mƒ. ctais‚ AΩbv°∂v BlvfmZ]qØncn\mƒ˛Xm≥

I≠ kz]v\ßsf√mw bmYm¿∞yamIp∂p. "C\n cm⁄nsbt]m¬ Pohn°Ww. Xs‚

F√m I„∏mSpIƒ°pw AdpXn h∂ncn°p∂p. \m´msc√mw C\n Xs‚ `mKyw I≠v

Akqbs∏SWw.'

ctai≥ At∏mgpw AΩbpsS sN√°p´n. hoSv hn´m¬ Hm^okv. Hm^okv hn´m¬

hoSv. Hcp Nmb t]mepw ]pdsa \n∂v hmßn°pSn°n√. AΩbpsS I„∏mSns‚ hnebmWv

Xs‚ tPmen. AXpsIm≠v Xs‚ hcpam\w AΩbv°v am{Xw AhImis∏´Xv. AXnsemcp

Nn√n°miv t]mepw ]mgm°n°f™pIqSm!

Aßs\, ctais‚ BZy iºfw kºq¿Æw, AΩbpsS Im¬°¬! IqSmsX

sIm≈∏enibv°v temsWSpØv B]mZNqVw AWnbm≥ AΩbv°v I\Ø

kz¿Æm`cWßƒ AΩX∂n„{]Imcw sXcs™SpØ ap¥nb ]´pkmcnIƒ.

C„∏´Wn™v, aq¿≤mhn¬Ip¶paw hmcn∏qin, k¿Δm`cWhn`qjnXbmb

AΩbvs°m∏w ctai≥ Ip{Kmat£{XØntebv°v!

""ctai≥Ip´≥ t\m°nt°m. tZhn Cs∂s‚ IqsS Cdßnhcpw!'' ctais‚ AΩ

AS°m\mhmØ BlvfmZ\n¿hrXnbn¬ ]d™p.

""tZhnsb AΩ FSptØm. F\ns°ßpwth≠!''

˛ ctai≥ tImaUn B°n lkn®p

""an≠m≠ncn°v shdpsX tZhotIm]w hcpØnshbv°≠!'' ̨  AΩ ctais‚ hms]mØn.

"AΩbpsS kt¥mjw X\n°v apJyw!'

˛ ctai≥ aqIX]men®p

]t£...! Hm¿ΩbpsS BLmXØn¬ inc v IpS™p, ctai≥. sNdnbt£{Xw

ctait\bpw, AΩtbbpw I≠ am{X BsI kvXw`n®v t£{Xw ]qPmcn, Iogvim¥n,

IgIw, tkm]m\w, ]Wnbn√mt°macw. k¿Δcpw Ft¥m HcXymlnXw \S∂t]mse,

ctai\pw, AΩbpw sXmgm≥ hcpt∂cw im¥n°mc≥ A\mhiyambn \SbSbv°p∂p.

Iq´aWnbSn°p∂p. Ichmfn√msX tImacw Dd™pXp≈p∂p. Iq´aWnbSn°p∂p.

Ichmfn√msX tImacw Dd™pXp≈p∂p. IgI°m¿ ames°´v \n¿Ønsh®v aq°Øv

hnc-¬ sh®v apdpapdp°p∂p. sXmgm≥ h∂h¿ AbnØ°mesØ∂t]m¬ AI∂p

amdp∂p. ̀ ‡n\n¿hrXnbn¬ ctais‚ AΩ H∂pw ImWp∂n√. H∂psam∂pw Adnbp∂n√.

""C∂papX¬ AΩ {iotImhnen¬ D≠mhn√. Rm\ndßpt∂cw s‚ IqsS

Fdßnhcpw!''

AΩbpsS Np≠pIƒ FÆns]dp°p∂p. ctai≥ ImXmeΩbpsS BflKXwtI´p.

IÆm¬, t£{XØn\p≈nse ]pInepI-ƒ I≠p. ]t≠, ssZhhnizmkw IΩnbmWv

ctai\v. ssZhw Fs∂m∂ps≠¶n¬ F¥ps°m≠v Nne a\pjy¿ Hcp ImcWhpan√msX

IqSpX¬ I„s∏Sp∂p; Nne a\pjysc¥ps°m≠v IqSpX¬ kpJn°p∂p Fs¥√mw

Nn¥n®pt]mbn´p≠v, Ip´n°mew sXmt´ ctai≥. AΩbv°v hnjaw th≠msb∂
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\n\hns‚; Cu hI Nn¥Iƒ D≈neS°n∏nSn®v IgnbpIbmbncp∂p, ctai≥. AΩsb

k-¶Ss∏SpØmXncn°phm≥ ctai≥ ssZhhnizmkw A`n\bn®p. AΩbpsS

kt¥mjØn\v th≠n am{XamWv AΩbvs°m∏w t£{XZ¿i\Øn\v ctai≥

]pds∏´Xpw!

AΩ henb kt¥mjØn¬ hnkvXcn®p sXmgptXms´ F∂pw \n\®v ctai≥

t£{XØn\v ]pdØndßn\n∂p. X¬£Ww Hcp Ip™pP\°q´w cq]s∏´p. ctais\

hf™p. Ahcn-¬ G‰w apXn¿∂ ImcWh¿ IrXyambpw Ir{Xna`mhØn¬ kkuayw

]pdØv X´n D]tZicqt]W F∂m¬ Xm°oXv Ie¿∂ KuchkzcØn¬ ]d™pXpSßn˛

""tamt\, \nßsfms° hnZym`ymkw D≈hcmWv. F∂psh®v Nne acymZIsfms°

]men°t≠? Cßs\ tXm∂ymkw ImWn°mthm? AΩbv°v Hm¿Ωs∏iImhmw.

hnhtcmw, hnZy`ymtkmw Hs° D≈ tams\t]mep≈h¿ CX\phZn®p sImSp°mthm?''

Rms\¥v sNbvsX∂m, \nßfo ]dbp∂Xv?'' ctai\v tZjyw Ieiembn h∂p.

Gsd ImeØn\ptijw AΩtbbpw Iq´n t£{XZ¿i\Øn\v h∂XmWv Ct∏mƒ henb

A]cm[w!

Bƒ°q´Ønse sNdp∏°m¿ H∂nfIn. ImcWh¿ _‘s∏ v́ kwban®p. ctai\v

t\¿°v D]tZißfpsS shSnbp≠Iƒ h¿jn®ps°m≠ncp∂p.

""tamt\, `¿Ømhv NØ kv{XoIƒ ˛ hn[hIƒ ˛ Cßs\ AWns™mcpßn

\S°mthm? AXpw, kmcan√m∂p shbv°mcp∂p. s\dptIev Ip¶ptamw Hs° ]qin

AºeØntebv°vXs∂ F¥n\v sI´nsbSpØp?! Cs∏m, `¿Ømhp≈ kv{XoIsfs∂

s\dpIbn¬ C{Xbv°pw Ip¶paw hmcn∏qimdn√. Cßns\ms° sNbvXmev tZhotIm]w

≠mhnt√? tZhn hcZmbn\n am{Xa√; kwlmckzcq]nWn IqSnbmWv Adn ™pIqsS?''

ctai\v Nncnh∂p. "tZhnbpw Hcp kv{Xobt√? Xs‚ ̀ ‡ IqSnbmb Hcp kv{XobpsS,

AXpw HcΩbpsS a\w \nd™ BlvfmZw `KhXn°v AlnXsat∂m? At∏mƒ,

a\pjycpS¥n tZhn°pw kv{XoItfmSv Ipipºpw, Ip∂mbvabpaps≠∂mtWm ]d™v

hcp∂Xv?'ctai≥ Xs‚ hnNmcw aSnIqSmsX At∏mƒ Xs∂ Ah¿°p apºn¬ Xpd∂p

sh®p.

ISpØ {]IS\ `‡nbpsS hnjw IWvTØn¬ Npa°p∂; AXns‚ hocyØn¬

kZm]Øn \o¿Øn Pohn°p∂ B Bƒ°q´Øn\v ctais‚ Nn¥IfpsS s]mcpƒ

]nSnIn´nbn√.

B Iq´Ønse "A¥wIΩnIfmb' £p`nXbuh\ßƒ°v As∏m, X√Ww

ctais\! Iq´Ønse apXn¿∂ ImcWhcpw, A{Xsbm∂pw apXn¿∂n´n√mØ ImcW

h≥amcpw A¥wIΩn £p`nXbuh\ßsf _≤s∏´S°n\n¿Øn.

""ko\m°≠m. Cht\, ]Tnt∏dn h´mbn t]mbXm! \ap°nhs‚ AΩmhs\ sN∂p

ImWmw. Abmƒ CØncn hIXncnhp≈ Iq´Ønem; H∂qs√y¶nepw, apXn¿∂ imJm

{]h¿ØI\t√? AXns‚ KpWw≠mhpw. F¥mbmepw, Chs\ t]mse Xebv°v

"s\√n°mØfw' shbvt°≠, KXntISv≠mhn√y:''

Ip™v Bƒ°q´w ctais\ ]ncn™pt]mbn. khnkvXcw sXmgpXv t£{Xw t`Zn®v

AΩ ]pdØv h∂p. hgnbnepS\ofw AΩ kwkmc[q¿Øbmbn. ctai\mIs´,

acWho´nse aqIX IWvTØntebv°mhln®p. F√mw aqfnt°ƒ°p∂ aqßbmbn!

sXm´pap≥s] Ign™pt]mb Xn‡ kw`hßƒ _‘s∏´v D≈S°n. AΩbpsS
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kt¥mjw AXn\mbn am{Xw AΩbpsS BlvfmZhmbvØmcnIƒ sNhnbv°p≈n¬

IpØn\nd®p, ctai≥!

AΩbpsS kt¥mjw AXv am{Xambncp∂p, ctai\v PohnXw. AΩtbmSp≈

kvt\lw ]¶pshbv°s∏SmXncn°phm≥ am{Xw AhnhmlnX≥, ctai≥; Aßs\bp≈

ctai≥ F¥n\v AΩsb ho´n¬ X\n®m°n AIse t]mbv]m¿°p∂p?

]Tn®p ]Tn®v ctai\v h´mbv t]mbXmsW∂v, \m´pIm¿. Ip´n°mew sXmt´ ctai≥

aqI\mbncp∂psh∂pw, AXv {]m¥ns‚ e£Wambncp∂nt√sb∂pw ctai≥ I≠am\w

C„s∏´ncp∂, ctais\ C„s∏´ncp∂ ]q¿Δm≤ym]I¿ {]m¥v ]teXcaps≠∂pw,

AXnsemcp Xcw {]m¥mWv ctais\∂pw, H∂pw ctais‚ Ip‰a√msb∂pw Ah¿

Bizkn°p∂p. a‰p≈hsc Bizkn∏n°p∂p. {]tXyIn®pw, ctais‚ AΩsbmgn®p≈

_‘pP\ßsf, kvt\lnXsc!

""s\s‚ AtΩs\ Hm¿Øpam{XamWv, C√mbncps∂¶n¬ s\s∂ ]nSn®v Ft∂

{]m¥kv]{Xoem°ntbs\,Rm≥?!''

˛ aq°Øv ipWvTnbp≈ "ipWvTn' F∂nc´t∏cp≈ aqØΩmh≥.

ctai≥ {]XnIcn®n√. X\n®mb t\cßfn¬ Hm¿Ω]pkvXIØnse XmfpIƒ

shdpsX adn®pt\m°n InS°pI am{Xw sNbvXps°m≠ncp∂p

"Gsd ]pInem°nb t£{XZ¿i\Øns‚ ]ns‰\mƒ henb hg°vtLmjw tI´mWv.

ctai≥ hoSWbp∂Xv. (AΩ ]d™t]mse {Kmaw hmgp∂ tZhn AΩbpsS IqsS

hoSW™pthm? Xamibntem¿Øp, ctai≥!) hnjbw ctais‚ AΩ AWns™mcpßn

t£{XZ¿i\w \SØnsb∂ tLmcm]cm[w. C\n taen¬ \o ]pdØndßnt∏mIcpXv

Fs∂mcp A¥yimk\w IqSn h∂t∏mƒ ctai≥ CSs∏´p˛

"AΩ ]pdØndßnbmse¥m? temIw CSn™ps]mfn™p hogptam?

adp]Snbmbn s]mSp∂s\ ctais‚ heXv IhnfØv Bs™mcp {]lcw h∂p

]Xn®p. aqØΩmh≥ Im¿°n®pXp∏n A´lkn®p˛

"C\nbnhƒ ]pdØndßnbm¬ CXmbncn°pw ^ew?'

aqØΩmh≥ Hcp sImSp¶m‰mbn ]pdtØbv°ndßnt∏mbn.

AΩ ]´pkmcn Agn®psh®p. B`cWßfqcn s]´nbnen´p]q´n. IÆmSn

Xncn®pXq°n. ctai\v AΩbpsS apJØv t\m°pIhsø∂mbn.

Nncn°mØ AΩbpsS apJw Zo\X hnfdnb AΩbpsS apJw. æm\X \ng¬

hngpßnb AΩbpsS apJw. au\w CcpfS™ AΩbpsS apJw

"ImWpIhtø!' ˛ ctai≥ \ncq]n®p. Ip´n°meßfneΩ ]dbp∂p˛

""ctai≥Ip´m, \o hf¿∂v h√y Hcmfmbn´p thWw F\n°v Pohn°m≥. shdpw

PohnX√, Hcp almdmWos‚ PohnXw!''

ctai≥ hf¿∂p. hepXmbn. kz¥w Imen¬ \o¿∂p \n¬°m\mbn. F∂n´p AΩ

Hcp XShp]p≈nsbt]mse PbnembnØo¿∂ hoSn\p≈n¬ \n»_vZw k¶Sw apdp

apdpØv....!

X\n°n\n AΩsb A`napJoIcn°pI hsø∂pXs∂ ctai≥ Xo¿®s∏SpØn.

Zo\XbpsS, hnjmZØns‚, B{Kl\njv^eXIfpsS \ncmim°m¿ taLw Xnßnb

AΩhZ\w "ImWpIhø! Xm≥ Atº ]cmPbs∏´ncn°p∂p'

"Xms\¥n\v apXn¿∂p?' ˛ ctai≥ k¶Ss∏´p. Nn¥m[qaw Xnßn ctais‚ D≈v
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Np´p]pI™p.

\n¿ΔnImcXbpsS, \n»_vZXbpsS ihs∏´nbneS°w sNøs∏´ AΩ

ctai≥ AΩbpsS Im¬sXm´p, ]Xps-° ]d™p˛

"Rm≥ t]mIbmWtΩ. Zqtcbv°v, Zqtcbv°v....!

AΩ Hc£cw DcnbmSnbn√

"F¥m, tamt\ Im´tW? F∂v tNmZn®psIm≠v ]mdphΩ h∂t∏mƒ am{Xw

AΩbpsS Im¬hn´p amdn, ctai≥, ]Snbndßptºmƒ C\n hcm\nSbp≈ IpØphm

°pIfpsS IS∂¬ Zwi\w Hm¿Øv ctai≥ hnNmcn®p

"Btcbpw t_m[n∏n°m≥ Xm≥ Dt±in°p∂n√. F∂mepw....'

A\mhiyamb Ip‰s∏SpØepIfnemWv ctai\v k¶Sw. {]tXyIn®v AΩsbXm≥

kvt\ln°p∂n√msb∂v Btcm]n°ptºmƒ; Xt∂°mƒ AΩsb kvt\ln°p∂h¿

Bcp≠v? F∂n´pw, ASpØv ]cnNbap≈h¿ t]mepw Xs∂ Ip‰s∏SpØptºmƒ;

hømXmIp∂p, ctai\v PohnXw!

Hs∂m∂mbn Hm¿tØm¿sØSpØv ctai≥ A¥ys∏SpØn

"A—s\ NnXbntes°Sp°ptºmƒ AcptXsb∂pw ]d™v Xs‚ Im¬

sI´n∏nSn®p Icbp∂ AΩ. AXns‚ ImcWw CØncn sshInbmsW¶nepw Xm≥

a\ nem°p∂p. A—≥ Poht\mSncnt°≠Xv AΩbpsS B{Klk^eoIcWambncp∂p.

AXps°m≠mWΩ A—s‚ arXtZlsØ Fcnbn°cptXsb∂t]£n®Xv. At∏mƒ...!

ctai\v Xebv°p≈n¬ s]mSp∂s\ ]q\nemhv ]c∂t]mse!

"{IqctemIta, Fs∂ btY„w Ip‰s∏SpØns°mƒI. AΩtbmSp≈ kvt\lw

H∂psIm≠v am{Xw AhnhmlnX\mbn Ignbp∂h\mWv, Xm≥. Ct∏mgpw Xm≥ AΩsb

{]mW\p]cn kvt\ln°p∂p. ]t£; AΩsb almdmWnsbt]m¬ ]cn]men°phm≥

F\n°v {XmWnbn√. Xm≥ shdpw a\pjy\mWv.

am\pjXzw am{Xap≈ a\pjy≥!'

ctai≥ k¶SßfpsS Hm¿Ω]pkvXIw Fs∂t∂bv°pambn AS®psh®p.

X\n°p≈n¬ ap\n™v IØns°m≠ncp∂ A\ymbIp‰t_m[Øns‚ I\¬Øncn

DuXnbW®p. ]Ienepw, cmhnepw Xtamsh´ßsf `b°msX, i¶n°msX ctai≥

PohnXw XpS¿∂p˛ "X\n®v AΩtbm¿ΩIƒ Xmtemen®v!''

_nt\mbv Fw._n




